Preface

This volume is the result of the combined efforts of a number of indi-
viduals and organisations across the African continent, and beyond. It
represents the continuation of a collaborative effort by the African
Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) and the Institute for Security
Studies (ISS) to explore and promote understanding of the complex
dimensions and causes of conflicts in Africa, with a focus on environ-
mental aspects of conflict.

ACTS is an inter-governmental policy research and training organi-
zation located in Nairobi, Kenya. The centre’s mission is to strengthen
the capacity of African countries and institutions to harness science and
technology for sustainable development. As part of its programme on
biodiversity and environmental governance, ACTS promotes better
understanding of the links between biodiversity, livelihoods, resource
rights, gender and conflicts, as well as effective prevention and manage-
ment of conflicts involving natural resources.

The ISS is a regional applied policy research institute with offices in
Pretoria and Cape Town with a mission to conceptualise, inform and
enhance the security debate in Africa. The Institute undertakes research
and analysis; supports policy formulation; awareness-raising; collect-
ing, interpreting and disseminating information at national, regional
and international levels, and capacity-building.

The publishers would like to thank Chris Huggins for coordinating
this research; the country study researchers, Herman Musaraha, Prisca
Kamungi-Mulemi, Johnstone Summit Oketch, and Koen Vlassenroot for
their invaluable expert input; and Johan Pottier for so generously donat-
ing his time to the project. We would also like to recognise the contribu-
tions of numerous staff members at ACTS, especially Benson Mak’
Ochieng who, as a researcher, lent his experience to one of the chapters,
Joan Kariuki who was the research assistant on this project, Mary
Muthoni and Harrison Maganga of the publications and outreach
department, and Elvin Nyukuri for logistical assistance. We also appre-
ciate the input of the peer reviewers for three chapters, Makumi
Mwagiru, Arnaud Royer, and Kizito Sabala; as well as John Katunga,
civil servants of the government of Rwanda, and an international land
tenure specialist who were especially helpful informants. Most of all, we
are thankful for the many men and women who provided information,
views and opinions during fieldwork in Burundi, eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo, and Rwanda.

At ISS we would like to thank Jenny Clover and Jean-Marie Gasana for
their input into the field research in Burundi, and to Jodo Porto for his gen-
erous donation of time and expertise in overseeing the editing. Furthermore,
we wish to thank the civil society organizations and individuals in Angola
who provided information, guidance and support during the course of
field research, as well as peer review of the completed chapter.
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Some of the chapters in the book have been presented in draft form
at various seminars and conferences, especially a conference on Land
Tenure and Conflict in Africa held at ACTS in December 2004, and we
thank all those who participated and provided comments, especially the
Burundian, Congolese, and Rwandan diplomats and civil servants who
attended.

Given the dynamic nature of African politics, it is important to point
out that much of the research was completed in mid-2004, though the
chapters have been updated to reflect changes since that time.

Finally, we would like to thank the United States Agency for
International Development’s Regional Economic Development and
Services Office for Eastern and Southern Africa (REDSO/ESA) for its
generous support. We particularly appreciate the intellectual and
administrative support of Andy Sissons, Diana Putman, Walter
Knausenberger, Mary Hobbs, Peter Ewell, Steve Smith, Njeri Karuru,
Wangeci Chege, David Kinyua and the other personnel who have
assisted in one way or another.

It should be recognized that the contents of this book are wholly
attributable to the authors and do not in any way represent the views of
the individuals and institutions acknowledged.
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